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FeHpe

Project of Social Communication for Nuclear Waste aims to respond
to the dilemma and doubts surrounding nuclear waste management and
disposal site selection policy. It focuses on clarifying the relevant policies
and issues regarding the nuclear waste, and facilitating information
disclosure, to promote public understanding of different aspects of the issue.
Also, a public opinion survey was conducted to understand Taiwan
society’s perspective and suggestions on nuclear waste disposal issue and
policy. The final report contains the following research (10 international
case studies and analyses of three large-scale domestic forums), 11
discussion sessions for policy stakeholders, 12 activities for public
dialogue, 2 public opinion surveys, 2 online opinion analysis, and
establishment of an information disclosure platform.

Based on the data collection method mentioned above, the result of
social communication concerning nuclear waste provides the following
suggestions: In terms of policy, there is no plan to remove low-level nuclear
waste out of Orchid Island or to carry out a referendum regarding selecting
the final nuclear waste disposal site. Thus, an amendment of the law
regulating low-level nuclear waste disposal is needed. Moreover, a
legislative process should be conducted to deal with issues such as dry cask
storage of the first nuclear power plant, nuclear waste disposal method, and
decommission process of the third power plant. Furthermore, before
conducting consultation, Taipower should put forward a detailed and
feasible plan on a mid-term nuclear waste disposal plan which includes

cost, related measures.
9



Social communication can be divided into two parts, contents and
target audience. Concerning the contents of communication, it is essential
to prepare following topics: authority, policy development priority, main
issue to be promoted, relevant policies and institutions, risk notification
and responsive measure of government, as well as the governmental
response on people’s questions. In order to gain public trust, not only
technical and security issues but also policy must be fully explained. When
it comes to the target audience, besides local leaders and political
representatives, there should be a variety of approaches to communication.
For example, the education system, communities of local revitalization
Practices, and cultural groups. By allowing policy information to be
disseminated and understood throughout different channels,
monopolization of information and rent-seeking behavior can be avoided.

To sum up, due to the NIMBY phenomenon, the nuclear waste
disposal repository is a strongly unwanted public facility. It is difficult to
find the location in a short period of time. Therefore, building up trust and
disclosing the whole information is the first step to satisfy society and the

public and move forward to further discussion.

10
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